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The Olde
Piano Roll

* By LachMacDonald,
SLO Bytes PCUG

THE CONVERGENCE OF THE
COMPUTER WORLD AND THE
DIVERGENCE OF MEMBERSHIP
INTERESTS played counterpoint at
the January 3rd meeting. George
Campbelfocused on MIDIand WAV
fles and demonstrated how to find
and download or play classical
Music, jazz, piano solos and just
about anything exceptvocals. Take
www.infoseek for MIDI FILES or
midi.html and look for your favorites.
George likened the digital output to
the old piano rolls that output notes
frommechanicalrols that connected
to the keys, something like that. I'm
too young to remember piano rolis; or
isittoo old to remember them. George
broughtup pasages fromPachabel,
Elgar and Mozart for an audience that
ranged from 3510 40. Concurrentty,
Bob Hunt conducted the early Special
Interest Group in Windows 98
sessions, with about two dozen
participants atpeak.

President Ray Miklas gave a brief
report on the meetingheld fromnoon
to one for officers and volunteers, and
[ presume he'llhave areport else-
where in this newsletter, as well. Our
non-profit status needs to be reaf-
firmned, we need volunteersto greet
newcomers (join Nancy Watts for this
welcome), andif you are awaiting
ALPS rebates, supplies or responses-
getintouch with Ray pronto.

Bob Ward presented the featured
programto abboutS0memibers, a
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GIZMOS,
Something for
Everyone

* By Bob Ward, SLO Bytes
PCUG

Gizmon. 1 thingamalbolbs,
confraptions, gadgets, widgets. CALL
IT WHAT YOU LIKE but there is a
company out there that will fill your
hard disk with Gizmos. Play, Inc. isa
company founded by agroup of
computer programmerswho wanted
to combine their favorite creations
under one label. Put all those
creationstogether, and you have over
300megabytesof “thingamatbotbs”!
The program comeson CD, of
course. There would be too many
floppies to fit in the box. The program
is divided info several areas, includ-
ing clocks, calendars, games, calculo-
fors, screen savers, multimedia slide
shows, and graphic cateloger for all
those graphics on your hard disk.

Calendar

Gene Barlow, who is well known

will present both a neRowerQuest
product, Lost & Found, and
PartitionMagic Version 4. The
former is an easy-to-use data reco

with more exciting and powerful

put on aTechnical Training Semi-

ery.

PowerQuest Corporation arts
worked with the user groups for
over 18 years. Gene will offer
“Special User Group Prices” on
these and other products at the
meeting, and will bring handouts
and door prizes. It should be a
super event. Don't miss it!

throughout the user group commy
nity, will be our guest presenter. Hg

ery solution for PC users, the lattg
our trusted partitioning program

features than their previous versior].
In place of George’s early meet
ing presentation (1:00pm), Gene wil

nar on hard drive backup and recovt

Gene is the Director of Useq
Group Relations, representing
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Buying Books on the Web

* By Doug Boulter Capital PC’s Monitor.

I'VE WRITTEN A NUMBER OF ARTICLES ABOUT HARDWARE AND
SOFTWARE for the Monitor and thought it was about fime [fold you something
usefulyou can do with all of it. One of the most frequent things | do on the
Internet is buy books. While this may seem a bit strange at first, books being a
vastly outdated medium by Infernet standards, the factis we “stil depend on
books formany things. Asgood asthe Web is, books are better for doing research
orreading for pleasure. Yet one of the benefits of the Web is that it makes books
available to usbeyond the wildest dreams of afew years ago. I'm going to tell
you in this article how you can purchase both new and used books at the best
prices simply by using your Web browser. New Books (Books in Print)

In past years, the best way to find abook in print was to visit your locall
bookstore and, if they didnthave it, get them to order it for you. This often took
weeks, and you had to call periodically to see if it had comein. A second way
was to find out who the publisher was and order directly. This also took weeks,
but might save you some money. The advent of the bookstore titans, Barnes and
Noble and Bordersmade things easier, but even they don 't stock more than a
fraction of the booksin print.

Then came Amazon.com, acompany that setup a Welb site that would allow
youtosearch allthe booksin print and order your book from the Web site,
paying by credit card. The book would arrive at your home in a week or so. This
inspired first Barnes and Noble and later Borders to set up similar Web sites.
Competition brought down prices and speeded up deliveries. Now most of the
books are available at a discount from the list price and arrive in 21o 3 days.
There are ahost of other online booksellers, but only a very few compete across
the complete line of booksin print. I've discovered four others, and by the time
you read this, there may bbe more or fewer. Asyou’llsee, thisis a cutthroat
business. Most of the small companies choose 1o specialize. To test these
booksellers, | visited their Web sites and priced four books at each site. While
postage charges used fo vary, each now charges $3.95 for UPS Ground/U.S.PS
Express Mail shipping. The Web sites are listed in TABLE 1 (atf the end of this
article).

The books | picked were atypical college text, Macrocconomics by Paul
Samuelson and Wiliam Nordhaus, 1998 (paperback); abestseller, Midnight in
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the Garden of Good and Evil by Paul
Berendt (hardback); and two fairly
specidlized literary texts, Their Eyes
Were Watching God by Zora Neale
Hurston, 1991 (University of lllinois
Press hardback), and The Complete
Tales of Washington Irving edited by
CharlesNeider, 1998 (oaperback).

Each of these Web sites hasiits
own search engine. Most allow you to
conductasimple searchfromthe
home page, searching either by title or
author. Alllbut A-1 Books and
Book.Comallow youto conducta
more complex search, specifying both
tite and author, and/or the ISBN
number of the book. Surprisingly,
there were some dlitchesin the search
engines. Doing an author search on
the Samuelson and Noradhaus text, |
found that Barnes and Noble had
decided thatNordhauswasthe
primary author of the current edition,
and it could not be found by search-
ing Samuelson. Borders, onthe other
hand, could not find it under
Nordhaus, though hisname was
listed as co-author when the book was
found under Samuelson. Book.Com
and All Direct couldn’t find it under
Nordhaus either. Obviously, as good
asthesearch engines are, they aren’t
pearfect.

Many of the Welb sites offer to
recommend booksforyoutoreadand
have reviews for a few of the more
popular books you might select. |
personally find these features fairly
useless, as| go to asite looking for
specific books, butI'm assuming that
someone finds it interesting. One
feature | do like is the offer to notify
you by e-mailwhen books with a
particular keyword in the title oron a
particular subject are published.

Ordering fromthese companies
involves your using their secure
server to provide a credit card num-
ber. Allaccept VISA, MasterCard,
American Express, and Discover
exceptfor Bookserve and All Direct,
which won’t accept Discover. Ifyou
are using Internet Explorer, Netscape
Navigator or Communicator, or AOL,
you should have no frouble accessing
the secure servers. While the encryp-
fionisn’t totally secure, | believe it
offersageneraly adequate level of
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security. If you remain distrustful,
most of these sites offer you the option
of faxing or calling in your credit card
number. Once you have ordered, you
should get an e-mail confirmation that
your orderwasreceived andthena
confirmation that the book was sent. If
the company sends with UPS, you
may get a fracking number enabling
you to go to the UPS Web site and
frack your book shipment.

Allthese booksellers guarantee
satisfaction. Be warned, however. Al
companies require you to maillbback
any returns. Barnes and Noble and
Borders willnot accept returns to
their storesin your neighlbborhood.
There is also a new Welb site, http://
www.junglee.com, that allows you to
comparison shop across the various
booksellers. Junglee has justbeen
boughtby Amazon.Com, andthe
Amazon price is listed first in the
comparison. Bordersisn‘t carried on
Junglee’ssite af the present time. |
found the Junglee price quotesto
correctly reflectwhat was advertised
on the various Wel sites. In addition,
Junglee included some booksellers
that specialize to an extent. | did not
include themin the comparison
because they don't offer dll four
books. The Junglee site links o the
booksellers’ sites or allows you to
order fromits site. Junglee also offers
comparison shopping for other items
besidesbooks. The siteis a bithard to
navigate, however, so e preparedto
work your way through a few pages
before you getto the comparison
sections.

Do |have afavorite online
bookseller? While | like Barnes and
Noble's Web site marginally better
than therest, I've shopped allof the
big, three. Price is prefty muchthe
driver for me, with the best price
getting my business. Asyou cansee,
the book seling business haslbbecome
extremely competitive, andlexpect
that some of these companies will go
out of business or off the Web. Atthe
present time, however, they offera
huge opportunity for the book buying

Continuedonpage4
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-
The Surfboard

* By Dorothy Kirk,
IBM/PCUG Redding,
kirk@snowcrest.net

JANUARY AND FEBRUARY ARE POSSIBLY VERY DEPRESSING
MONTHS because the excitement of Christmasis over and there is nothing
special fo look forward to but bleak weather ahead for months. So-0-o, this
month is devoted to fun things on the web. From “Why feet smell” to weird
artifacts, to commiserating with fellow workers. Enjoy!

DESPAIR, INC http://www.despair.com — This site “was created with a
singular vision, to create humorous products with a cynical bent.” The
Demotivatord of the month: Mediocrity It takes alot less time and most
people won't notice the difference untilit’s foo late.

HOUSE http://www.pophouse.com — An amazing online emporium of
Pop-Culture artifacts. Among hundreds of unusual and kitchy items, |
found a colorful fin wind-up bear reminiscent of the 30°s; a wind-up
smiling duck riding a tricycle with helicopter-like blades on its hat; a Betty
Boop lunch metal lunch box; bouncy killer tomatoes with great
expressions; a book that is a guide to bad taste; a set of cards chronicling
the history of the Blues; and hundreds more. Each artifactis accompanied
with a picture.

GHOSTS OF THE PRAIRE http://www.praireghosts.com/ — Since |
think believing in ghosts is ridiculous, | think this site is hilarious. If you
are of like mind you will think it’s fun, foo. If you are not, well, OK, take it
seriously; it's a free country. Did you know that you couldn’t hunt ghosts
with a digital camera? What do you take while ghost hunting? Did you
know that you could take spirit photos in a cemetery? Talk about invasion
of privacy!

FLATTERY CHATTER http://www.shareware.com/DD/sw/
0%2C156%2C1209-1-002%2C00.html — This is not actually a site, but
since this month is devoted to fun things on the web, | am including it. It
should cheeryou up. A little interactive sidekick sits in a tiny window on
your screen, bombarding you with a steady stream of compliments and
flattery. There are several ways to to configure it to your satisfaction.

DISGRUNTLED http://www.disgruntled.com — Are you fed up with
work? You are not alone. "Disgruntled” is a business magazine for people
who work for a living. It is loaded with articles on work grievances as well
as personal stories. Commiserate together! Warning! The content in this
zine may be amusing only if you are uninvolved. OK for retirees.

YOU CAN http://www.beakman.com/ — This site has been introduced
before in this column, but is worth getting acquainted with again. Fun for
allages. Just click on any button and see what happens. Pages and links to

funny and educational places.
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public fo get a much better price on
booksthanever before.

USED BOOKS
(BOOKS NO LONGER IN PRINT)

If you’re doing any kind of
serious scholarly research, you've
probably been stymied by abook you
want for your collection being out of
print. Perhaps you want to own a
ook you remember havingreadlong
ago, or perhaps you are a colector of
rare books and first editions. Perhaps
youwantan autogrophed copy of a
book. If so, you'llfind the booksellers
listed above to be singularly unhelp-
ful. Several of them will offer to
search for out-of-print books, but they
take forever to produce results, and
their prices are high. Untilrecently,
your only other choice wasto browse
oldbookstores, or get arare book
dedler to assist you. If your experience
was much like mine, these searches
were pretty much fruitless. Inthe last
year, I've come across three sites
where used book dealers list their
booksforsale. Aseach site has alarge
number of dedlers associated withit,
you willlbbe amazed atwhatyou can
find. Point your Web browser to the
following: ABE Books
(www.abebooks.com), Bibliofind
(www.bibliofind.com), and Interloc
(interloc.com). Each of the sites allows
youto conductexpertsearches,
adding first edition fo the search
criteria. While you can’t order from
the sites, if you find the book you
wantin acondition and price that are
acceptableto you, youcane-mailthe
bookseller to find out whether the
book is still available. While none of
these booksellers|'ve usedhasa
secure server, you can fax or callthem
with your credit card number. Addi-
fionally, the sites allow you to subbmit
awant list, and you will be notified
by e-mailif albbook you want becomes
available.

One problem s that ABE Books
and Interloc make new listings
available to dedlers before they are
available to the public. Thismeans
that dedlers get first choice of new
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books. | can’t tell from the sites or by
experience whether this hurtsindi-
viduals, but if you are a serious
collector, lwouldn’t give up on your
regulardedlersjust yet, Each of the
sites has its own set of strengths and
wedaknesses. Some dedlers are mem-
bers of allthree. Allare easy to use.
ABE Books generally has the most
listings. The problem is that they are
very sloppy about removing the books
their dedlers have sold from their
listings. On several occasions | have
cdlled adedlerto find that the book
waslong gone. Interloc is almost as
good as ABE Books, andismore
efficient at promptly remnoving bbooks
thathave beensold. It has fewer
listings, however. Bibliofind does not
give dedlersfirst crack atbooks. On
the other hand, it has the fewest
listings. I've ordered at least 20 used
booksthat|’ve found listed on these
sites.

Inmy experience, the deadlers are
accuratein listing the condition of the
books(once you've leamed thejargon
of the grading such as “foxing”) and
respond very quickly. I've ordered
everything from the standard poetry
anthology of the 1850sto an
autographed work of fiction from the
1930s that made a great Christras
present. |don’tbuy rare books, just
working books, butl’ve seensome
wonderful first editions and
autographed books for sale at very
reasonable prices. For rare first
editions and rare autographs, how-
ever, be prepared to pay hundreds or
thousands of dollars. Again, however,
the wide range of dealers often
permits you to comparison shop.

Final Comment Isit clear now
why the Internet is a boon to serious
readers of books? We canbuy more af
better prices than ever before fromthe
comfort of out desks. Publishers will
find new markets and new readers. If
you've been waiting to shop onthe
Web, you now have areason. Books,
however, are just the beginning. If you
haven’theard albbout comparison
shopping forhouses, cars, computer
hardware and software, and more on
the Web, you willl

Doug Boulter is a Contributing

Editor of the Monitor. Truthfully now,

how many of you thought he would

be interested in 19th century poetry?
You can contacthimat
dbouttr@erols.com.

TABLE 1. Comparison of Booksellers
on the Web Selling All Books in Print

BOOKSELLER
Amazon.Com
Barnes & Noble

WEB ADDRESS
WWWAMa&OoN.com
wwybarnsadnoblecom

Borders wwwborders.com
A-1 Books wwwalbooks.com
All Direct www.alldirect.com
Bookserve wwwbookserve.com
Book.Com wwwbaok.com

Amessage from
the President

FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO
HAVE PURCHASED AN ALPS
PRINTER and failed to receive
satisfaction from ALPS, below is
the 1/8/99 response from “Sheri
Smith” <sheri.smith @alps.com>
tome. Sheriis the Field
Marketing Supervisor at ALPS
who was the main speaker at our
4 October 1998 Slobytes meeting.
“lam very sorry to hear about
these problems. | will fake action
fo make sure everyone of your
members are taken care ofimme-
diately. | will be in touch with you
soon to letyou know whathas
happened. Andlplan on getting
ahold ofeachmemberto give
them my sincere apology.” lam
happy that Sheri will take action
and ourmembers willreceive
satisfaction. ALPS producesgreat
printers, not withstanding their
Customer Services department.

—RAY MIKLAS
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There are several other programs that
willlbe mentioned later.

CLOCKS

Unfortunately you can’twear
these on your wrist. But you can keep
them running on your computer.
There are two analog clocks (moving
hands) and two digital clocks. You
can wake up to an alarm similar to the
annoyance you probably have nextto
your bed right now, or you canwake
up to your favorite music on CD. Just
setthe alarmto any track on the music
CD in your computer and rest assured
you willbe getting out of bed to hitthe
snooze alarm found on all the clocks.
Ifyou are a geek thatrequirescom-
plete accuracy, thenyoucanlogonto
Atomic Clockin Colorado via the
infernet to set either of your digital
clocks to the precise milisecond.

CALENDARS

Ifyou’re like me, a calendar or
reminder notepad is amust. Gizmo’s
calendarscomein four cafegories:
yearly, monthly, weekly and daily.
They are dllinteractive. Click ona
monthinthe yearly calendar and it
brings up the monthly calendar.
Arrows o the left of each week will
display single weeks, while clicking
on a specific day willshow aday
calendar for appointments. Typein
your appointment times in any order
for the day. Gizmnos automatically
sortsthem by fime. If you’re notthe
visualtype, an dlarm canbe setto go
off atthe time of your appointment
along with areminder that flashes on
the screen. The monthly calendar wil
show moon phases which it calcu-
lates from the timezone you setin
Windows. Allmajor holidays are also
recognized. You can move monthsor
yearsahead or behind by clicking on
the appropriate arrows. Isthere
limit? | don’t know, but |do know |
was bormn on aTuesday and my 100th
birthday fallson a Monday. This may
giveyou anidea of the calendar’s
ronge.

Why are there so many calen-
dars? Allofthem do the same thing,
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allhave the same dates. It'sthe
pictures!!! So why not customize your
own calendars, any and all of them.
Gizmos comes with a program called
Picture Explorer. Click on the picture
explorericon and search and catalog
your whole hard disk of graphics.
Selectively search for 1 of 8 different
formats or allof them. So now that
you have allyour animals, kids, and
wife’s pictures cataloged, choose one
picture and dragit to the yearly
calendar. It’s assimple as that. You
can put custom pictures on the daily
andyearly calendar as well. They
appear mutedin the background asto
notinterfere with any writing of notes
ontop of them. Are calendars print-
able, youbet.

GAMES

There are severalgames from
which to choose. Pick on any of six
cardgames. Yes, Freecellis one of
them. Also choose from Nerts, Forty
Thieves, Solitaire, Pyramid, and
Spider. You can make your card game
more redlistic by turning onthe
shuffling sounds. Where’s my visor
and green felf table? If you don‘tlike
the default pictures on the cards,
click on Styles and choose froma
variety of Gizmos pictures or drag one
from your picture explorer. Also
under aseparate icon is Picture
Puzzler. It was areal puzzle to me as |
didn’tunderstand the program even
afferreading the documentation. I'm
sure it works, but it does little fo boost
my ego orgive methe confidenceto
play the simplest of games. I'll give it
to my kids. They’llhave it figured out
in & minutes.

CALCULATORS

If your calculators are like mine,
their either solar and you are working
in a dim litroom where the lightisn’t
enoughto energize them, or your
batteriesneed changingandthe
display is so dim, you resort to pencil
and paper. Gizmoscomeswith 4
calculators: Simple 4 function with
memory, Financial, Scientific, and
Programmable calculator.

The Financial calculator pro-
gramsin local sales tax, set or let float
the decimal point and, round offtothe
nearest cent. It will also print a

reference number for your calcula-
tions. The Scientific Calculator does
mean, standard deviation, statistics,
Boolian (and, or, not), exponents, logs,
trig functions, binaries, exponents
and many other functions ftoo numer-
ousto count. The Programmable
calculator wraps all the other calcula-
forsintfo one mean looking calculator.
Take allthe functions above, add
programming capabilities, throw in a
couple dozen more features andyou
have the uttimarte calculator.

All four calculators have several
things in common. If you want a
printed copy of your entries then click
onthe electronic paper rollbefore
starting. This brings up another
window, and shows you the entries
asyoumakethem. ifmay thenbe
printed as proof of operation. There is
also astatistics workpad which stores
data untilthe scientific or program-
mable calculator are called into
action,

SCREEN SAVERS

I'm not much for screen savers as
[like to give my CPU a rest now and
then. But combine the visualand
sound of Gizmos Electo and it’s quite
impressive. Here’s a glass ball which
bbounces around your screen. Every
fime it hits an edge, it makes a “Star
Wars” sound. | don’t know how to
describe the sound other than some-
thing fromn deep space (OK, [know
you can’thearsoundsin space!) If
youhave stereo speakersattached o
your sound card, watch out, you are
infor atreat! You can change the
gravity, bounce and speed, butdon't
turm off the sound, you'll lose the
effect.

Something not quite so robust, but
more “lite” is Scene Savers. Gizmos
has created several pleasant 360
degree muralsthatmove atthe speed
you choose from left to right or right to
left onyour screen. Choose froman
ocean scene, blue skies, sunsets, lakes,
woodlandsand more. To addtothe
fotaleffect of these serene screen
savers, add your favorite music CD in
the background. The result is quite
pleasing.

How about arevolving cube
bouncing around on your screen? Just

Continuedonpoged
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thinking of the programming power of
this screen saver makes my head spin.
Here’s arevolving cube, slow, fast,
direction, all controlled by you. Bring
up Picture Explorer from Gizmos
Launch pad and drag and drop your
favorite pictures on o the culbe faces
asitrotates. Change the center of
rotation and the size of the cube. Grab
acorner with your mouse button
depressed, move the mouse quickly
while letting up on the button and
watch it spin. Amazing!

Back to music. Gizmos comes
with a color organ. If you want your
screen to come dlive with colorsand
music thisis the ultimate screen
saver. There are 8 presets, any of
which can bereconfigured. Youhave
totalcontrol over colorrange and
sensitivity, and wave range and
sensitivity. This means you can adjust
the colorsto react to the intensity and
beat of the music coming from your
CD. More infense and loud sounds
elicit a more infense movement of the
colors. You'llneed to peel your eyes
fromthe screen after watching this for
acouple minutes.

PERFORMER 98

Personally, thisis the highlight of
Gizmos. It definitely makes one look
like a professional when creating
presentations or side shows. The ease
of use is astounding, and the results
are better than anything I've ever seen
created by other presentation pro-
grams.

Performer 98 combines pictures, a
LARGE number of fransition screens
such asfades, wipes, etc, and music. |
count 161 effects. Awhole presenta-
fion can be created within 10minutes.
Allwork isdone on a presentation bar
across the top of the screen. The
segquence of eventsis quite simple.
There are five control buttons on the
left side of the screen: shows, pictures,
effects, sounds, and music. The show
buttonisused to choose an existing
show for presentation or editing. To
create anew presentation, first click
on the picture button. This brings up a
icon based directory tree, similar to
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what you find in Windows 95.
Navigate your hard disk until you
find the subdirectory containing the
pictures for your presentation. They
will be shown as small thumibnails, 5
across. Click and drag the picturesto
the top of the screen, placingthemin
the sequence you want foryour
presentation. You can controlthe
duration of any picture on the screen
in seconds. Some presentations are
conducted with anarrative by the
person giving the presentation.
Therefore, one option requiresthe
space barto be pressed before moving
tfothe next picture. The effectsare
shown as thumbnailstoo. Just drag
and drop theminbetween the pic-
tures to which you want to apply the
effect. The pictures will make room for
the effectsicons or more pictures
should you want to edit the presenta-
tionlater. The length you want the
picture to remain onthe screen, the
size, etc. are allcontrolled in the
opftionsmenu.

Next the sounds button brings up
the icon directory tfree. Here you can
selectindividual wav files and aftach
them o individual pictures. You may
need to adjust the duration of each
picture fo match the length of the wav
file. Finally, background music can be
addedtothe whole performance by
selecting afile from the music icon. If
the length ofthe background doesnot
match the length of the presentation,
you may have the file repeat untilthe
end ofthe show.

Finally, preview and save your
presentation. Professional results are
just minutes away from beginning to
end. We're not done yet. Wouldntit
e greatto send your presentation
across the internet? Yes, Gizmos
seamlessly connectsto your internet
provider, compresses your presenta-
fion and sends it along with a Per-
former executable fle to anyone of

PLAY

OO RPIAATID

your choosing. What a greatway to
send your picturesto relatives along
with music and narratives. The files
are not small, and depend on the size
of the individual graphics. The player
is 577K by itself, but only hasto be
sentonce.

VAULT & SHREDDER

Two othericons that show up
on your desktop and are part of
Gizmos are Vault and Shredder. The
vaultis a place to drop sensitive
documentsthat you want encrypted
and password protected. Because of
their encrypftion method, consider
them very safe. Just don’tfor get
your password? The Shredder is
used in place of the waste basket.
Even though programs are dragged
and dropped and emptiedinthe
Windows wastebasket, any good
undelete program will refrieve those
files. Drop them in the Shredder and
they are gone forever. No chance of
recovery here. So do make sure of the
things you shred. No amount of
“glue” will put them back together
again.

THEMES

Lastly, one item that appearsin
the Start/Programs menu under
Gizmosis the themesicon. If you
bought the Windows Plus package
you'llremember part of that package
included different themes. Gizmos
too has added 5 different themes if
you get fired to the same old Win-
dows layout. They have also in-
cluded the Windows default should
you like to go back and see what it
originally looked like.

Despite the fact that the program
takes over 300MB of hard disk
space, it's wellworth the real estate.
You can do two partial installs of
about 70MB each, but you willnot
get the full functionality nor the
ability to send those pictures to your
relatives via the internet. Only when
the whole programisloaded s
everything functional. The CD-ROM
is not needed after full installation
ofthe program.

Help menu’s are extensive. You
will find them with each module of
Gizmos. Further documentation is

Continuedonpage’
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GIZMOS
Conthuedffompageé

PIANO ROLL
Continuedffompage 1

available at their website
www.play.com. If you are looking
for aset of thingamalbolbs, contrap-
fions, or gadgetsto add to your hard
disk, choose Gizmos and look no
further.

Gizmos $49.95
Play Inc., 2890 Kilgore Rd.
Rancho Cordova CA 95670-6133

demonstration of Gizmo, aprogram
consisting of 360 MB of varied
programs created by agroup of
programmers. Youdon'tneedtokeep
allthis disk-devouring program,
which offers customizing icons, many
clocks, games, calendars and utilities.
You canpickand choose and getby
with 150 MB of stuff. With Gizmno you

The program, with 150-page manudl,
lists at $49.95. The program con-
cluded with the singular giveaway of
the day: Thomas Bennett won Gizmo.
Several memibershave responded
to Ray Miklas as volunteers. Be sure to
help set up if you arrive early and to
take your chairto the back ofthe
nmeeting room ataminimum. Remem-

From the Internet, Unknown Author—Submitted by Ruben Thornerfelt, IBM/PCUG Redding

www.play.com can setyour clock to the atomic clock ber, keep food and drink away from
in Colorado, make up sideshows, the meetingroom. And bring those
send compressed attachmentsto unwanted and unsalable magazines,
anyone whohasasoundcardandthe | software programs and peripheralsto
infernet. You can put archivalitemsin | givefreeto othermembers. One
avault (don’tforget how to opentt, person’s junk is another person’s
though). And everyone knowsthat freasure.
files dumped in your recycle canbe
recovered by your average fifth grader,
unless you use Gizmo's Shredder. Just
e sure not to shred your secretmemo -
to yourself with all your passwords.

YZ2K IS coming!

I KNOW THIS GUY whose neighbor, a young man, w
home recovering from having been served a rat in his bu
of Kentucky Fried Chicken.

aspoor man then tried to call 911 from a pay phone to
ckeeport his missing kidneys, but reaching into the coin
return slot he got jabbed with an HIV-infected needle
around which was wrapped a note that said, “Welcome

So anyway, one day he went to sleep and when he awoke the world of AIDS.”
he was in his bathtub and it was full of ice and he was sore

all over. When he got out of the tub he realized that HIS

KIDNEYS HAD BEEN STOLEN and he saw a note on h
mirror that said “Call 911!”

Luckily he was only a few blocks from the hospital-
isthe one where that little boy who is dying of cancer is,
the one whose last wish is for everyone in the world to
send him a pop top tab and the American Cancer Soci-

But he was afraid to use his phone because it was ¢oety has agreed to pay him a nickel for every tab he

nected to his computer, and there was a virus on his ¢
puter that would destroy his hard drive if he opened ar
mail entitled “Join the crew!” He knew it wasn’theax
because he himself was a computer programmer who
was working on software to save us from Armageddon
when the year 2000 rolls around.

His program will prevent a global disaster in which
all the computers get together and distribute the $600
Neiman-Marcus cookie recipe under the leadership of
Bill Gates. (It's true-I read it all last week in a mass e-
mail from BILL GATES HIMSELF, who was also prom-
ising me a free Disney World vacation and $5,000 if |
would forward the e-mail to everyone | know.) The

Oeceives. | also sent him an e-mail with a bunch of x’s
&nd o’s in the shape of an angel (if you get it and for-
ward it to 20 people you will have good luck but 10
people you will only have OK luck and if you send it to
less than 10 people you will have BAD LUCK FOR
SEVEN YEARS.)

So anyway the poor guy tried to drive himself to
the hospital, but on the way he noticed another car driv-
ing along without its lights on. To be helpful, he flashed
his lights at the other car and was promptly shot as
part of a gang initiation. And as he lost consciousness
he remembered that it's a little-known fact that the Y1K
problem caused the Dark Ages. '8
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Windows 98 Annoyances

* Book review by Billy Ball, IBM/PCUG Redding

SINCE BEFORE WINDOWS 98 WAS RELEASED TO THE
GENERAL PUBLIC, Ihave been collecting and saving

hints and tips for this new version of Windows. There is
and can never be an operating system that will fit the needs
and desires of all users. So you enjoy the good features and
figure ways around the features that do not meet with your
approval. Hints and fips provide a method of not only
leaming features of the new system, but waysto adapt it for
youruse.

Windows 98 Annoyances, written by David A. Karp,
provides an abundance of hints, fips and “work-arounds”
to assist you to better understand and utilize your operat-
ing system. The target reader would be intermediate and
advanced users, however some more advanced beginners
could understand and make use of the majority of the book.
When Ifirst opened thisbook and began readingit, the
obvious conclusion of the author was that Windows 98
waos not much fo brag about. |have had experiences with
many operating systems, including minimal use of DOS
and then earlier versions of Windows, starting with
Windows 3.0. In my view, there was a greatimprovement
made with each release of Windows, so | was a bit annoyed
with the book. However, aslread further, | discovered that
the authors “annoyances” were mine also. After his initial
observances of Windows 98, Mr. Karp takes an “ifit’s
wrong, let’s fix it” approach, which was quite refreshing.
The book’s well designed layout and organization has
chapterslogically grouped into functions and fopics.

The book covers a multitude of topicsincluding:

e Keyboardshortcuts

*  Customizing the desktop and inferface to your own
needs

e Using Windows’ Scripting host as a means of

eliminating your personal annoyances.

DOS work-arounds (DOS is still a part of WIing8).

Working with SCSI devices.

In-depth coverage of Web integration.

Understanding and using the registry.

This last item was one of specialinterest to me. My
largest annoyance with the Windows' operafing system is
its use of the Registry Files, thisis the hub of the whole
system. lhave endeavored to understand and conquer this
dragon for severalmonths now, and this book’s section on
the Registry has steered me in the right direction. [now
understand it better and feel that | can deal with this
nmonster with improved confidence.

Bundled with Windows 98 Annoyancesisa CD-ROM
containing the book’s code and sample scripts (fo save you
from having to type them manudally). It also contains a time-
limited demo of utilities from O’ Reilly and Associates—a
set of programs that offers fixes for some of the annoyances
discussed in the book without too much effort onyour part.
Although many of these programs are duplicates of
programs offered free by Microsoft’s Tweak Ul and others
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are shareware, plain-English explanations of their uses is
refreshing

Windows’ 98 Annoyancesis published by O’Reilly and
Associates, Inc. and, in my opinion, it is well worth the
listed price of $24.95. A pleasant addition to your liorary if
you find dumbed-down Windows 98 help books less than
useful. Web site: www.annoyances.org

Researching Oniline for
DUMMIES

“Find out how to use the web effectively

for all kinds of research projects!”

¢ Book review by Michael Saccomano, IBM/PCUG
Redding

ONCE | GOT PAST THE TITLE (| am adamantly opposed
to derogatory labels for people) thisbook confirmed what |
had heard from others—the series is actually fairly well
written. (It is still unlikely | will choose to read any other
books with a dummies title).

This book is written abbout, and for, serious research.
But much of what Reva (Basch) saysis applicable to the
general problem (we allseem to have) of finding informa-
tion on the net. And she presentsitin alight-hearted,
humorous method that helps compensate for the fact that
some of this stuffis just plain dull!

She starts with the obvious: the popular search en-
gines—how fo use them, what each one emphasizes, and
how to get the most out of them. From there she movesinto
some fairly specialized engines—targeting people, compa-
nies, mail lists, discussion groups, maps, software, efc.
Then, how to “drilldown” to the specific data you want
fromthe general, and often discouraging, results that come
back the first couple of tries.

Also covered in fairly extensive detail are “propri-
efary” sites—Lexis-Nexis, Dialog—and other very deep,
very extensive databases that you pay for. Reva provides a
very detailed look at what they contain, and a very compel-
ling reason why they may be the appropriate answer o
that difficult *“What...” you need to answer. And she
provides lotfs of great hints on maximizing the results while
minimizing the (often financial) pain.

Also valuable is the chapter on Copyright issues, and
hints/suggestions on how to evaluate IF the information
you just found isreasonable, even true!l PLUS an included
CD that haslinks to the (thousands) of sites referencedin
the text, and alotmore.

Overal, agood book. One that lwould recommend that
smart people also consider.

IDG Books Worldwide, Inc.
919 E. Hillsdale Blvd., #400, Foster City, CA 94404
www.dummies.com
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Club Information

HARD COPY is a monthly publication
of SLOBYTES PC User’s Group located
in San Luis Obispo, California.
Information in this Newsletter is
derived fromboth ourown memibership
and other PC User Group Newsletters.
The purpose of this publicationis fo
inform our members of mestingsand
provide information related to the use of
IBM PC’sand compatitle computers.

Membership: Dues are $25 per
year. Fullmembership entitles you to
our monthly newsletter, full use of the
public domain software liorary soff-
waredrawing atthe end ofthe meet-
iNgs.

Article Submission: Deadline for
submission of articles is the 15th of
each month. Arficles should be pro-
vided in ASCllformat without any type
of formatting from your word-processor.
We prefer arficles as attachedemail
files, on disk, or hardcopy.

Disclaimer: Neither SLO BYTES
PC User’s Group, its officers, editors, or
confributors to this newsletter assume
liability for damages arising out of this
publication of any article, including but
not imited to the listing of program-
ming code, batch flesand other helpful
hints.

Reprinting of this Newsletter:
Articles from this newsletter may be
reprinted by other user groupsif credit
is given to both the authorand newslet-
fer from which it was taken. Reproduc-
fion of arficles with a specific copyright
notice (©)is prohibited without prior
permission from the original author.

Advertising: Commercial advertis-
ers, request ad packet from Bob Ward,
Members may advertise personal
computerequipment orsoftware for
free. Submityour ad to Bob Ward.

Directdllcorespondenceand
newsletter subbmissions to:

BOB WARD, SECRETARY
2100 Andre Ave.,
Los Osos, CA. 93402
(805) 756-2164
bward@thegrid.net
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Meeting Times

GENERAL MEETINGS are held the
1st Sunday of each month. Our
meeting location isthe San Luis
Obispo 1.O.O.F. Hallon Dana Street

The general meeting starts
promply at 2:30pm.

Special Interest Groups (SIGS)
meet at 1:00pm - 2:15pm

President Ray Miklas
Vice Pres. Guy Kuncir
Secretary Bob Ward
Treasurer M. Baxendale
Editor Bob Ward
Layoutdonatedby
Teri A. Sorgatz
Computing Assstance, Shasta, CA

Treasurers
Report

* By Bob Ward
(

A

Beginning Balance: $ 1590.23
ihcome:
Menmbership Dues 180.00
Refreshment Receipts 20.75
Dividend (12/31/98) 7.55
Expenses:
Rent (Dec98-Jang8) 150.00
Newsletter (Nov/Dec98) 191.71
Bulk Mail 100.00
Labels 20.04
Refreshments 19.85
New Balance: $1286.93

PROJECTOR FUND

Beginning Balance: § 2463.96
Deposit: 17.07
Ending Balance: $2481.03

GOAL: $4,000
Dues

Do you wantfo renew your SLO Bytes
PCUG memibbership by mail? Send
your checkto:

MARVIN BAXENDALE
543 Gularte Road
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
481-8392 marvin@surfari.net

Make checks payable to: SLOBYTES

Floppy Disks 4-Sale at the Meeling

DSDD 360K Formatted Floppy Disks with labels, tabs, & sleeves ........... HS5Each
DSDD 360K Formatted Label Over Floppy DIsKS ..........cccvvvvieeeeiiiiiiinnnn, A5Each
Generic High Density Formatted Floppy Disks (6.28" X 1.2Mb) ............. .JOEach
Generic 3.5" X 720K Formatted FIOpRy DISKS .....vvvviveiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeiiiii, .70Each
Generic 3.5" X 1.44 Mb Formatted FIoppy DISKS ........cooovvivirrieeeniniiiinnn, .70Each

New Library Disks ........ccooeevviiiiiiiiiinnn,

.............................................. 1.00Each

Al Disks fully guaranteed against defects.
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